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Amnesty responds to criticism of its reporting on human rights violations:

‘We recognize that the PLO
advocates violence’

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S
reporting on human rights violations
in Isracl and the occupied territories
has been strongly criticized as incor-
rect and biased. Harry Wall and
Tom Sawicki (The Jerusalem Posi,
December 11, 1989 and The Jerusa-
fem Post International Edition, De-
ccmher 23) present six arguments
questioning the validity of our con-
ccens and presentation. These de-
serve a full, public reply.

Refesring to the Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1989, they claim that
Amnesty International “completely
ignores the fact that Israel is facing a
civil uprising by a hostile population
ahgned with organizations and
countries at war with it.”

This is incorrect. The intifada is
specifically cited. The report makes

racli gavernment has in practice ex-
clusive jurisdiction in the occupied
territories, it is solely respansible for
law enforcement. including the
bringing to justice. in accordance
with international human rights
standards, of those involved in kill-
ings of alleged collaboratars

The adoption by Amnesty Inter-
national of actual or alleged mem-
bers of the PLO.as prisoners of con-
science is an old hone of contcntion
with the Israeli authorities who be-
lhieve that any member of the PLO
must. at least. advocate violence
against Israel

Amnesty International recagnizes

medical evidence has yet heen pro-
duced 1o prove or disprove the ex-
tent to which thesc deaths were
caused by inhalation of gas and the
israeli authorities have corre-
sponded with Amncsty Internation-
al on this matter. Tear-gas, howey-
er, can he lethal. especially if
misused by being fired into hames
and other confined places as appears
10 have often happened in the occu-
pied territorics. particularly in the
first months of the uprising. Reporte
of deaths following misusc of tear-
gas led Amnesty International to
raise this concern with the lsracli
authoritics in Junc 198R.

Richard Reoch

it clear that violent d strations

arc one of the ways in which Pales-
tinians have protested against the
Israeli occupation. The context docs
not change Amnesty International’s
specilic terms of reference: the hu-
man rights tesponsibilities of gov-
ernments. Amnesty International
would be failing in its duty if it did
not detail the “'often excessive and
indiscriminate " use of force, includ-
ing the practice of widespread puni-
tive heatings of Palestinians - some
of which have resulted in death -
and the killing of others by shooting.
even though the victims appear not
1o have been involved in any violent
activities when shot.

The article accuses Amnesty In-
ternational of refraining from de-
nouncing the Palestine Liberation
Organization’s (PLO) or “PLO-in-
stigated™ acts of violence

As amatter of principle, Amnesty
International condemns the torture
or killing af prisoners by anyone,
whether perpetrated, instigated or
condoned by governments ot oppo-
sition groups such as the PLO or
Hamas. This in fact has been a long-
standing position of Amnesty Inter-
national. applicable throughout the
world. It was reiterated in Novem-
ber 1989 with regard to the killing of
alleged Palestinian collahorators in
the Occupied Territories in order 1o
make quite clear our position on this
issue.

Amnesty International. however.
hases 11s work on international hu-
man nghts standards and only ad-
dresses governments or other enti-
tics capable of effective law
enforcement and therefore bound
by such standards. Because the Is-

that the PLO advocates violence.
that factions of the PLO have car-
ned out acts of violence against Isra-
el, and that obviously a large num-
ber of members have
sympathized with or approved of
that However, in dectermining
whether an individual in any country
is a prisoner of conscicnce. Amnesty
International applies a consistent
standard: did that person individual-
Iy use or advocate violence in the
circumstances relating to his ar her
imprisonment? Membership of an
organization that advacates or uscs
violence is not sufficient answer 1o
that question.

IN THE OCCUPIED territories. it
appears that the vast majority of
Palestinians view the PLO as the
only vehicle for organized expres-
sion of their political aspirations
Not all Palestinians with nationalist
views personally use or advocate vi-
olence, and membership of or asso-
ciation with the PLO or one of its
factions cannot in itselfl be conclu-
sive evidence that a certain individ-
ual has used or advocated violence.
Amnesty International has consid-
ered a number of Palestinians — and
Israel: Jews— to be prisoners of con-
science. believing that although sus-
pected or actual members of the
PLO. they had not been personally
involved in any act of use or advoca-
cy of violence. The Israeli gavern-
ment did not produce evidence to
the contrary in such cases.

During 1988, 40 10 60 peoplc are
reporicd to have died following
tear-gas inhalation. No conclusive

It should perhaps he noted 1n this
context that the Isracli Chief of Staff
reportedly acknowledged in an in-
terview with Issacl Radio on Sep-
tember 29. 1988 that people had
died as a result of the usc of tear-
gas. He was quoted by The Jerusa-
lem Post as having said: “In very
isolated incidents it happens that
people died of plastic bullets but
that happened also. by the way.
from rubber bullets and even by
those who inhaled gas.” Earlier that
month the 1DF had issued new or-
ders to soldiers not to use tear-gasin
confined spaces

The report commissioned by MK
Dedi Zucker in June 198R. while
carefully indicating the problems
with medical evidence, pointed out
that exposure to tear-gas can he le-
thal and recommended that its use
in confined spaces be farbidden

We have been asked if we would
ever accept information from the
PLO. The answer is that Amnesty
International is open to receive in-
formation from any source. pro-
government or anti-government. It
is then the responsibility of the orga-
nization to assess its reliability. Alle-
gations are cross-checked with other
sources. These include Israeli law-
yers and human rights activists. offi-
cial Israeli Government documents,
and court transeripts.

In accordance with its warking
procedures with all governmcnts,
Amnesty International also raises its
concerns with the Israeli Govern-
ment before publishing reports an
them This practice was again con-
firmed during the meeling of our

Sccretary General with Teracli M
ister of Justice Dan Meridor in N
vember 1989

As 10 Amncsty nteraanonal”
presumced acceptance of “orgimse
write-in® campaigns v PLOY <upe
parters, as cvidenced by virtmally
wdentical reports by different orgam
zations on alleged abuses.”
wauld welcome knowing to whut
pro-PL O campaigns and Amaests
International reports this allegation
refers

We specify in our 1980 repert why
conditions in the Ketzion detenten
camp were Charsh.” The tepen
states: Accomunodation
crowded tents which provided il
protection from desert tempera.
tures: medical services were mnade
quate: there were no family visits
and access to lawvers was restricted
Detainees were reported 10 have
been beaten on the way 10 the de-
tention centre and during defention.
and subjected to arbitrarn
punishment.”™

In November. 198R. judges fen
the Isracli Supreme Court noted
overcrawding as the main prohlen:
and criticized certain disciphinars
measures taken against detainees
Conditions in the camp weee critt
cized during the year by fiest-hand
independent ohservers such as the
New York-based Lawyers Commit-
tee for Human Righis

Amnesty Intemational opposes
the death penalty in all ra<cs with
out reservations. This is the reason
for our appasition 10 the imposition
of the death penalty on John Dem
janjuk. Harry Wall and Tom
Sawicki find its location in the re
port strange. The normal practice in
structuring country entrics in o
annual report is ta illustrate death
penalty cases after having illustrated
cases of ill-treatment or torture
This is also the structure of the entny
on lIsrael and the Occupicd
Territories.

Finally. I wish to stress that. pain
ful as it may be for anyonc in
country whose human nights recand
has been criticized 10 accept the va
lidity of the critique. 1 can assurc
you that Amnesty International is at
pains 1o apply consistent standards
10 every nation - the standands ¢s
fablished undcer international faw
for the universal protectibn of hy
man rights by all governmenis

The writer heads Amnesty Interna
tional’'s Press gnd Publiconon
Department
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